Winning entry - The Upside of Loneliness: Flash Fiction (300 words) October 2017
My Uninvited Guest
By E.R Woods / Mary-ann Thomson 
His eyes shifted about, like a fly trapped behind a window. He said, ‘It’s not you, it's me,’ 
   I could have punched him in his cliché. He packed up and walked out the door, just like that. Heartache held the door open, and you strolled in.
[bookmark: _GoBack]   In the throes of agony, I called my bestie. She came over with a bottle of wine and a dry shoulder. 
   I thought you would go outside, for the sake of good manners. But you had no shame, helping me drink that bottle of wine and make a bawling fool of myself. An army of friends could not protect me from you.
   In the morning, with my hands trying to keep my brains in my head, I told you that if you wanted to stay, you would have to be productive. So we cleaned cupboards, scrubbed walls and polished floors. 
   You suggested I fix myself, so I dusted off my exercise bike and went on a three-day spinning bender. My butt was so sore, It rivalled my heartache. 
   We took up art classes.  The teacher said I showed promise. I wanted to tell her, that it was you who showed me how to use the intense colours only visible in a field of pain. For the first time in a long time, I did my best. 
   Then one day I found myself okay with you. So, when my ex arrived at my door and told me how great I looked, how much weight I’d lost, saying no to his dinner invite was easy. He didn't get it when I told him I didn't want to regain the old weight.
   You left at that moment, through the open door, just like that. It's a good thing that I know now, how to go it alone.
Critique:
WOW! An absolutely incredible piece of writing. You started me off in stitches with "I could have punched him in his cliché" and then you developed a storyline which had me hooked till the last word!  In fact, I was looking for more. I had to remind myself that it was only 300 words. I felt you put so much thought into this piece. In just one page you were able to take the brief and turn it into an absolute winner.

I love the relationship your character developed with loneliness. It showed that we as humans have the ability to turn any situation into something more positive.  Well done on an excellent story. I really found it very difficult to find anything wrong with the piece, except that there wasn't more of it.

I would like to say that you could have put just a little more thought into the closing sentence, but other than that I sincerely hope that one day I will have the pleasure of reading more from you. 
Charmaine Slater

